
Amy Cook
Member, Board of Directors, Chief Communications Officer

With over 20 years of public relations experience in both the medical device and 
healthcare IT industries, Amy Cook joined the Board of Directors in 2009 as the Chief 
Communications Officer. She began her career working for Acuson Corporation, now 
Siemens Medical Ultrasound Division, where she was responsible for worldwide public 
relations. She started her own business in 2000 specializing in media relations for 
healthcare companies and her client list includes (present and past) Siemens Medical,  
Carl Zeiss Meditec, R2 Technology, Thermedical, Zonare Medical Systems, Hansen 
Medical, Allocade and Medicalis. Amy has placed her clients in several major daily 
newspapers and national TV/radio including front-page stories in the Wall Street Journal 
and the Sunday business section of The New York Times. In addition, her clients have 
appeared on NPR and all major television networks. 

Amy is a graduate from the University of California, Santa Barbara with a degree in 
communications. She has also completed several journalism classes from University of 
California, Los Angeles and University of California, Berkeley.

Cindy Basso Eaton
Member, Board of Directors

Cindy Basso Eaton joined Global Healing in 1994 as Chief Financial Officer before 
serving as the president of Global Healing from 1999 to 2010 and finally returning to the 
Board of Directors in 2011. She has extensive experience in the nonprofit sector as she is 
also the Chief Financial Officer for the Lazarex Cancer Foundation and serves on the 
Board of Trustees for the University of San Diego. Prior to joining the nonprofit sector, 
Basso Eaton was the co-founder and president of Peter’s Children, which focused on 
working with expatriates in St. Petersburg, Russia to improve the lives of Russian 
children in hospitals. She was also the expatriate tax manager at Ernst & Young in St. 
Petersburg, Russia and a tax accountant for KPMG Peat Marwick in France.  

Cindy earned a degree in accounting from the University of San Diego and currently lives 
in Danville, California with her three children.

Arup Roy-Burman, MD
Chairman, Board of Directors

Dr. Arup Roy-Burman has been on the Board of Directors since 2003 and began his 
involvement with Global Healing in the late 1990's, assisting in the training of visiting 
pediatric intensivists from the JoAnn Medical Center pediatric cardiac surgery project in 
Tbilisi, Georgia. He has participated in and/or coordinated Global Healing projects in 
Georgia, Haiti and Honduras. Dr. Roy-Burman is co-founder and former director of the 
Roatan Volunteer Pediatric Clinic, in Roatan, Honduras. This partnership between Global 



Healing and the Public Hospital Roatan has been developed into one of the first and 
largest year-round international health electives open to all US pediatric residents. Dr. 
Roy-Burman is President of Children's Critical Care Medical Group, Inc., and is a full-
time pediatric intensivist at Children’s Hospital and Research Center Oakland. He is also 
an Assistant Clinical Professor of Pediatrics at the University of California, San 
Francisco, and serves as Chair of the Northern California Pediatric Intensive Care 
Network.

Dr. Roy-Burman completed his degree at the University of California, Berkeley, and is a 
graduate of the UCSF School of Medicine. He completed his residency in pediatrics at 
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital at Stanford, followed by fellowship in pediatric 
critical care at the UCSF-Children's Oakland joint program. Dr. Roy-Burman has been 
recognized nationally by Best Doctors in America and Who's Who in America.

Alice J. Gruber, MBA
Member, Board of Directors

Alice J. Gruber joined the Board of Directors in 2005 and is currently the Volunteer 
Coordinator of the Roatan Volunteer Pediatric Clinic in Honduras. Alice was formerly 
Chief Financial Officer of Global Healing from 2005-2009. She has over 30 years of 
health care industry experience including clinical care, project management, financial  
management and clinical information system implementations from development to  
selection and implementation. She was previously responsible for financial and 
accounting management for a large hospital health care system, an international medical  
conference at UCSF and a pharmaceutical company.  Her clinical nursing experience 
included pediatric nursing at Rainbow Babies Children's Hospital, Cleveland, Ohio and 
Stanford Children's Hospital, Palo Alto, California. She was also a research nurse at 
Rockefeller University Hospital, Rockefeller Research Institute, New York City, New 
York.

Alice Gruber received a Master in Business Administration in International Business and 
Finance from Saint Mary’s College of California, and a Bachelor of Science Nursing 
from Illinois Wesleyan University, Bloomington, Illinois and a certificate in Public 
Health Nursing from Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio. She has 
previously served on several San Francisco Bay Area boards including serving as 
Treasurer of Women Health Care Executives and president and treasurer of educational 
boards.

Dana Dornsife
Member, Board of Directors

Dana Dornsife joined the Board of Directors in 2006. Dana received her degree in 
business and marketing from Drexel University in Philadelphia, received her certification 
for Interior Design from JFK, San Francisco and her lighting design certification through 
the Illuminating Engineering Society. In 1991, she co-founded Axiom Design, Inc., a 
lighting design and architectural electronics consulting firm. Her design work has been 



published and she has had the honor or teaching for CEDIA in the USA and London. In 
2005, a family experience with cancer turned Dana’s focus from commerce to 
compassion. She founded Lazarex Cancer Foundation and currently serves as the 
foundation’s President. In addition to Global Healing, Dana serves on the Board of 
Directors of Epeius Biotechnologies, a biopharmaceutical company developing targeted 
genetic medicine for the treatment of cancer., Yosemite Fund, dedicated to enhancing the 
visitor experience in Yosemite Park, The Brain and Creativity Institute and the USC 
Huntington Institute for Advanced Studies both at the University of Southern California.

Dana is active with her husband Dave in support of World Vision, an international 
humanitarian agency for whom they have made many overseas trips. Through World 
Vision in West Africa, they support micro-enterprise, agriculture and literacy programs in 
Mauritania and water-well drilling in Ethiopia, Zambia, Niger, Mali and Ghana.  Dana 
and Dave are also Council Members for the Yosemite Fund and were inducted into the 
Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society at USC for meritorious service.

Sheila Jenkins, MD
Member, Board of Directors

Dr. Sheila Jenkins joined the Board of Directors in 2003 and serves as a medical 
consultant for Global Healing; she is co-founder and former co-director of the Roatan 
Volunteer Pediatric Clinic in Honduras. Dr. Jenkins is originally from the Mississippi 
Gulf Coast, but being a former Air Force brat, lived in several areas of the world during 
her upbringing. She settled in the San Francisco Bay Area after training in pediatrics and 
child neurology at the University of California, San Francisco. She has worked for 
several years at Children's Hospital and Research Center Oakland, where she served on 
the Foundation Committee. She is currently working at California Pacific Medical Center 
in San Francisco. In 2001, Dr. Jenkins and her husband travelled abroad for one year, 
during which time they discovered the great need for continuity pediatric care in Roatan, 
Honduras. Dr. Jenkins has volunteered in various other capacities, including working at 
the Haight-Ashbury Clinic, Richmond Hills Shelter, Children's Association for Maximum 
Potential in San Antonio and Alabama Special Olympics; she has also served as the 
general pediatrician for San Francisco's Edgewood Center for Children, a residential 
pediatric psychiatric facility. In 2009 she was first listed in Best Doctors in America, a 
peer-reviewed honor bestowed upon only 5% of US physicians. Dr. Jenkins lives in the 
Bay Area with her husband and three children.

Dr. Jenkins has a degree in biomedical sciences from the University of South Alabama 
and a medical degree from the University of South Alabama School of Medicine.

Chris Gresens, MD
Member, Board of Directors

Dr. Chris Gresens served as a medical consultant for Global Healing since the late 1990s 
before joining the Board of Directors in 2008. He is the Vice President and Medical 



Director of Clinical Services at BloodSource, located in Sacramento, California. In 
addition, he teaches actively to pathology residents, hematology/oncology fellows and 
other healthcare professionals through the UC Davis Medical Center, where he holds the 
position of Associate (Volunteer) Clinical Professor. His professional interests include: 
the education of physicians, nurses and laboratory scientists in the field of blood banking 
and transfusion medicine; consultations involving medical and laboratory problems that 
vary from the mundane to the complex; and the establishment of modernized blood banks 
in developing countries throughout Africa, the former Soviet Union and elsewhere. Dr. 
Gresens holds a degree in chemistry/biochemistry from the University of California, San 
Diego and a medical degree from UCLA School of Medicine.

Luke Ifland
President

Luke Ifland is the president of Global Healing, a San Francisco Bay Area nonprofit 
devoted to providing modern medical solutions in the developing world. Luke has been at 
Global Healing since 2007, when he joined the organization as a program manager. In 
addition to his work at Global Healing, he also volunteers as a Russian translator for the 
National Park Service, serves on the advisory board of Americans for Philanthropy, a 
nonprofit dedicated to impactfully addressing global poverty, and on the board of 
directors of the Alterna Foundation, a nonprofit empowering Guatemalans to sustainably 
develop local infrastructure. In 2011, Luke Ifland attended the Stanford Graduate School 
of Business Educational Program for Nonprofit Leaders. He graduated from the 
University of California, Berkeley cum laude with a bachelor’s degree in Russian 
Language and Literature and Political Science. Luke has had the pleasure of studying 
abroad in Japan, Peru, the Netherlands and Russia through various programs.

Carl Taibl, CPA, MBA
Member, Board of Directors, Chief Financial Officer

Carl Taibl has been on the Board of Directors since 2010 and is Chief Financial Officer, 
joining the organization in 2009. Carl started his career in 1980 working in public 
accounting, serving clients such as the Joyce Foundation and is currently CFO of another 
non-profit, ConnectEd: The California Center for College and Career. Prior roles include 
CFO for Hanson Bridgett, a San Francisco-based law firm and Controller at another law 
firm, Pillsbury Winthrop. Carl is active in various non-profit organizations, and is also 
a board member of Financial Executives International (FEI) local San Francisco chapter. 
He is a member of the American Institute of CPAs (AICPA) and the California CPA 
Society, and has published several articles. His motto dating back to when he was the first 
Eagle Scout of his troop, is to leave something in better condition than when he arrived. 

Carl earned his degree at Northern Illinois University and holds a Master of Business 
Administration with honors from Northwestern's Kellogg School. 


